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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A hybrid vehicle, comprising: 
an internal combustion engine; 

a motor which can output power to a driving shaft coupled with an axle; 

an electric power storage device which can store electric power obtained by 
converting at least part of power from the internal combustion engine to electric power, and 
which can supply the electric power to the motor; 

a required driving force setting controller which sets a required driving force 
required for running according to an operation by a driver; and 

a start time controller which starts the internal combustion engine after a 
predetermined time has elapsed s i nc e an i nstruction for starting th e v e hic le is given by an 
op e rator since an ignition switch is turned on when the instruction is given in a case where the 
required driving force set by the required driving force setting controller is equal to or smaller 
than a predetermined driving force and the vehicle can run using only the motor A 

wherein a timer measures the predetermined time which has elapsed since the ignition 
switch is turned on . 

2. (Original) The hybrid vehicle according to claim 1 , wherein an amount of electric 
power stored in the electric power storage device is equal to or larger than a predetermined 
value when the vehicle can run using only the motor. 

3. (Original) The hybrid vehicle according to claim 1 , further comprising: 

a temperature detecting controller which detects a temperature of coolant for the 
internal combustion engine; and 

a delay time setting controller which sets a delay time by which start of the 
internal combustion engine is delayed based on the detected temperature, wherein the start 
time controller starts the internal combustion engine using the delay time set by the delay time 
setting controller as the predetermined time. 
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4. (Original) The hybrid vehicle according to claim 3, wherein the delay time setting 
controller sets a delay time to be shorter as the detected temperature is lower. 

5. (Original) The hybrid vehicle according to claim 3, wherein the delay time setting 
controller sets the delay time based on a driving state of an air-conditioning device provided in a 
vehicle compartment. 

6. (Original) The hybrid vehicle according to claim 1, wherein the start time 
controller starts the internal combustion engine when the predetermined time has elapsed since 
the instruction for starting the vehicle is given. 

7. (Original) The hybrid vehicle according to claim 1 , wherein the predetermined 
time is longer than a preparation time necessary for completing a preparation of a sensor used 
for operation of the internal combustion engine such that the sensor functions properly. 

8. (Original) The hybrid vehicle according to claim 1 , further comprising: 

a preheating controller which stores heat generated by the internal combustion 
engine during operation, and which preheats the internal combustion engine using the stored 
heat when the internal combustion engine is started, wherein the predetermined time is longer 
than a time necessary for completing preheating of the internal combustion engine by the 
preheating controller. 

9. (Original) The hybrid vehicle according to claim 1 , wherein the internal 
combustion engine is connected to the driving shaft so as to be able to output power to the 
driving shaft. 

10. (Currently Amended) A hybrid vehicle, comprising: 
an internal combustion engine; 

a motor which can output power to a driving shaft coupled with an axle; 
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electric power storage means for storing electric power obtained by converting at 
least part of power from the internal combustion engine to electric power, and for supplying the 
electric power to the motor; 

required driving force setting means for setting a required driving force that is 
required for running based on an operation by a driver; and 

start time control means for starting the internal combustion engine after a 
predetermined time has elapsed s i nc e an instruction for starting th e v e h i c le is giv e n by an 
op e rator since an ignition switch is turned on when the instruction is given in a case where the 
required driving force set by the required driving force setting means is equal to or smaller than 
a predetermined driving force and the vehicle can run using only the motor^ 

wherein a timer measures the predetermined time which has elapsed since the ignition 
switch is turned on . 

1 1 . (Withdrawn) A control method of a hybrid vehicle including an internal 
combustion engine; a motor which can output power to a driving shaft coupled with an axle, and 
an electric power storage device which can store electric power obtained by converting at least 
part of power from the internal combustion engine to electric power, and which can supply the 
electric power to the motor, comprising the steps of: 

setting a required driving force required for running according to an operation of a 

driver; and 

starting the internal combustion engine after a predetermined time has elapsed 
since an instruction for starting the vehicle is given when the instruction is given by an operator 
in a case where the required driving force is equal to or smaller than a predetermined driving 
force and the vehicle can run using only the motor. 

12. (Withdrawn) The control method according to claim 1 1 , wherein when the 
vehicle can run using only the motor, an amount of stored electric power which is obtained by 
converting part of power from the internal combustion engine into electric power is equal to or 
larger than a predetermined value. 
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1 3. (Withdrawn) The control method according to claim 1 1 , further comprising the 
steps of: 

detecting a temperature of coolant for the internal combustion engine; 
setting a delay time by which start of the internal combustion engine is delayed 
based on the detected temperature; and 

starting the internal combustion engine based on the set delay time. 

14. (Withdrawn) The control method according to claim 13, wherein the delay time 
is set to be shorter as the detected temperature is lower. 

15. (Withdrawn) The hybrid vehicle according to claim 13, wherein the delay time is 
set based on a driving state of an air-conditioning device provided in a vehicle compartment. 

1 6. (Withdrawn) The control method according to claim 1 1 , wherein the internal 
combustion engine is started at a time point at which the predetermined time has elapsed since 
the instruction for starting the vehicle is given. 

1 7. (Withdrawn) The control method according to claim 1 1 , wherein the 
predetermined time is longer than a preparation time necessary for completing a preparation of 
a sensor used for operation of the internal combustion engine such that the sensor functions 
properly. 

18. (Withdrawn) The control method according to claim 1 1 , further comprising the 
steps of: 

storing heat generated by the internal combustion engine during operation, and 
preheating the internal combustion engine using the stored heat when the internal combustion 
engine is started, wherein the predetermined time is longer than a time necessary for 
completing preheating of the internal combustion engine. 
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